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March 16/07    News Letter

Presidents Report

I think it’s safe to say that no one will be sorry to see Old Man Winter go away. I am sure that every one feels more alive in the spring when nature spreads her wings so that everyone can enjoy the Great Outdoors.  Our Spring Salmon Derby starts on April 7th. Tickets are now available at a large number of outlets. I myself look forward to the Derby every year and hope we all have a good fishing year weather permitting. Our Docks will go in March 24th and the launch will be open for business on the 7th of April when the derby starts. Don’t forget Kids Day on May 5th is approaching fast.  Once again we will need volunteers for this special event. 
It’s all about the Kids. Contact Dagmar to volunteer. Also as a reminder this is election year and you as a member of the Club might want to start thinking of who you would like to REPRESENT the CLUB in the up coming elections in November. Good Fishing and Good Health.  

Jerry Barnett

Spring Derby

Things are in place for our Spring Derby.  It will start April 7 to June 17 for our Main Derby and Members runs till July 29/07.  Peter’s Tackle once again will be putting the $3000.00 up for grabs for the first fish over 31 lbs. We would like to thank him once more for his support. He had to give it away last year so we will see what happens this year.  Good Luck to you all and hope the weather cooperates better this year. We have many great prizes to be won, so get your boats ready and let’s go fishing. I will try and be down at the clubhouse starting April a little more so that you can get your tickets before the Derby. They can also be purchased at *Peters Tackle, *Bronte Outdoors, Can. Tire on Welland Ave and 4th. Ave., *Grimsby Tackle, Forans Marine, in Grimsby, Gill Finigans Fishing Shop, N.F., Burns                                                Fishing & Outdoors Supplies, Burlington, Erie Tracker Outfitters, 
      Pt. Colborne, Fish-n-Niagara, Ft. Erie, *Fishermans Pier, Hamilton.

                        *with * also are weight-in stations*     
  50/50 Fall Derby

This is also in the works and will start August 26th. to October 14th. and we hope it will as great of a success as last year.

Raffle Tickets

The raffle is on and I will need some people to help sell tickets at some different locations as soon as I get them together.  If you have time please call me and leave a message so I can contact you.  They are $2.00 each and I have not included any in this mailing as I did not get more than around half back from the last raffle and I even provided a stamped envelope, shame on you who did not return yours or sell them.

Get your ticket to win a Large BBQ, Ice fishing equipment or TV, if you don’t have a ticket you can’t win!

OFAH

We are now going to be able to sell OFAH memberships from the Club, so if you need to renew yours please come down to the club and do so and get a discount if you are a Game & Fish member. I am just waiting for the paper work to come in to do this.
General Meetings

FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO DON’T SEEM TO KNOW WHEN THEY ARE….THEY ARE THE 4TH. MONDAY OF THE MONTH UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED AND START AT 7:30 PM. Executive meetings will be before the General meetings to start at 6:00 pm. Now I have a lot to say about the meetings.  I am very disappointed that not more than a hand full can turn out at these meetings and always the same handful.

I know not every one is working and for those of you who do live in town it is only a 10 minute drive…. I don’t know what is the matter with the rest of you, if you don’t start taking a little more interest in the Club by showing up, you are going to get a rude awaking one day when you find out that there is no club or ramp to launch your boats and yes no more derbies……if you don’t start coming down and voicing your opinions at the club instead of on the internet like some asso…..s do how do you expect to change anything. (If any of you know the ones I am talking about please have the guts to stand up for the Club and tell them to keep their traps shut. If they can’t say anything good then they should just say nothing at all. I personally am offended by some of their comments.) What are you worried about a little heated discussion is good for the blood…all I hear is what should or could be, but when it comes down to the point….no one shows up to help change things. But you all are good at bitching. No wonder the executives get frustrated…and yes quit. I know a lot of the members become members to save on the seasonal ramp passes, but again if you don’t take more interest than just saving a few dollar there won’t be anything to save on, if we have no Club! I have heard that a few of the younger members would like to step up to some of the positions that will be available, but again they never come to a meeting, how can you want to run for something you don’t even show up for.  If you are sitting there shaking you head about what problems we had previously and that is what is keeping you back, get over it!!! stop talking and do the walking anyone can bitch….and get down here and help organize the club, one or two people can’t do it all. Get the message!!! Now I could go on with this but I am afraid I might get a little rude so I am going to stop here. I would like to thank those regulars that do come out to support their Club.
We did have a speaker Ian Magee, come out at our February meeting from Pheasants Forever. It was very interesting as he talked about how proper habitat brought into the land areas will bring back our birds. At our April 23rd meeting we will be having a previous MNR speaker, Vince Cario, come in to speak so please make sure you come down and support us. Every one keeps saying we should have speakers and other events…well if we only have 10 people show up why bother with speakers and events!!!
Ramp

Thank you to Rankin Construction for coming down March 24th and putting our ramps into the water once more.
Another heads up…..we do not have a ramp attendant this year yet and need to find one…if you would like to come down let us know.  This is a serious matter as that is the only way we make money for our club.  If we could find someone who would be interest in doing Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays on a regular bases as that is when the most money is made, we then would need 8 (eight) yes 8 of you who are retired to come down and volunteer for the Mon., Tue., Wed., Thursdays….that would mean that you would only have to be down here once every two weeks….and if the weather is not good you would only need to check out things and then go home…..LIKE  I SAID THIS IS A SERIOUS  SITUATION…..we need to get this covered and  SOON.!!!!

Thank you to the following…

I would like to thank Linda and Raymond for a great job done last year. Linda has moved on to another job, good luck to you.

Bylaws

At our last executive meeting we all agreed to have Tom Copeland update the Bylaws in simpler terms so they can be understood by all….as soon as he gets a draft it will be available for you to see before it is finalized.  You will be then able to purchase a copy for a $1.00.

Good & Welfare

We have had a few sick members such as Percy MaKay and John Smith, who are feeling much better now.  We also have had two members pass away…

Steve Howell and Ernie Boese, we send their families our condolences from us all here at the Club.  Please if anyone hears of any members being sick or passing away please contact me.

Thank you to Bruce Miller for taking our flag down….I hope this will make a few of you happy as I had heard about the bad shape it was in, which I agree, but again no one volunteered to take it down and I certainly was not going to freeze my buns off doing so and I am not good with heights either unless I am flying to somewhere warm ha, ha….

I would like to thank anyone who has come down over the last few months to help out in some way.  A big thank you to Dan Andrews for keeping our web site up and running, he is an awesome young man and we are lucky to have him in the Club.

Ice fishing Seminar

Thanks to Joe Montgomery for putting on such a great seminar.  He does such a good job every year and it was packed. Next year we may need to find a new location for it….practically every one went home with a prize and we had quite a few young anglers show up.

Memberships and Seasonal Ramp Pass

Last news letter I put a copy for members to send in so that you would not need to come down.  I have not received many so far.  Fishing is going to start soon you need to come down and get your memberships and yes your Derby tickets.   

Clean up…..we need to clean up around the club, so if you have time just come down with rake and cutters, we will give you bags anytime and just put the bags by the garbage for pick up.
Elections

Yes, this year come November is Election time again for the Club.  You need to get out so you can nominate a few people who you would like to see run. Once again I stress that I am not running for any positions at all this time around.  So if you want to keep the Club going and have a place to launch and fish in a derby you need to get you buts down here.

Kids Day Derby

Things are moving along and we have put out close to 500 letters if not more.  We have been getting a slow response; I was hoping that it would be more. Thank you to those of you who have been helping out with the letters.

I still have some that I would like to take around to the malls down here at Port, if any one would like to take a walk some morning or afternoon let me know and I can give you the letters to drop off at the business here in Port. In my next letter I will list all those who have sponsored us….just a heads up, we have had two members send in a donation for kids day…thanks…that is awesome and totally unexpected, but a nice surprise. Again I need help setting up for the day and of course need help tending the different stations.  If you have time May 5th please let me know ahead of time so that I know how many to expect.

Well that is about all I think. I do hope that I have not offended anyone, just wanted to let you know how important it is to support the Club if you want it to keep on going. Make sure you drop in to say hello if I am around.  Have you told your children or someone that you love them today…..I am sending you all my love……..have a great Safe Spring.                                              
Calendar 2007
March 26th….7:30 General Meeting….6:00 executive meeting

April 7th. Salmon Derby starts.

April  23rd…..7:30 General Meeting…..6:00 executive meeting

May  5th……Kids Day Derby

May 28th…….7:30 General Meeting…..6:00 executive meeting

June 25th…….7:30 General Meeting…..6:00executive meeting

July 1st….we will be doing parking again at the club to raise money 

July, Aug. no General Meetings but in August we will have Awards for the Spring  Derby, date will be posted.

Aug….26th. …..50/50 Derby starts

Sept.  24th…..7:30 General Meeting and nominations

Oct. 14th. ….50/50 derby ends.

Oct. 22nd……7:30 General Meeting and nominations accepted or denied

                        Also prize award for 50/50 derby presented that night

Nov 26th…..Elections…..

Dec….no General Meeting, but date for Pot luck to be set.

